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About Us

Zanzibar is an island known for 

its rich cultural history, its 

spices and its pristine beaches. 

This has made Zanzibar a 

popular travel destination. 

Unfortunately, tourism creates 

huge amounts of waste that 

are threatening the environment 

and beauty of the island. 

CHAKO upcycles some of this 

waste into functional and 

attractive products and 

provides job opportunities for 

disadvantaged communities.

By buying CHAKO products, you 

are contributing to efforts to 

clean up and preserve Zanzibar 

for future generations.





At Chako, uneducated and 
unemployed young people
(65% female) are trained and 
receive an income by turning 
waste into something beautiful.



SPICE COLLECTION

Zanzibar is known as spice island. 

Spices are called Viungo in Swahili.

Viungo
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Karafuu

Upcycled glass jars with 

traditional carved wooden lid 

with an air tight food grade 

silicon seal

Karafuu is the Swahili name for 

Clove. It is the main spice grown 

on the island. During harvest, the 

cloves are dried in the sun and 

you can smell the aroma in 

villages around the island. The 

carving on the lid of our 

signature jar, is inspired by the 

shape of the clove flower.

Old wine bottles, Mkongo wood, 

Air tight food grade silicon seal.

MATERIAL



Size XL (18 cm)Size M (10 cm)  |  Size L (12 cm)

Dark Green

Olive Green

Transparent

Karafuu M & L Karafuu XL
SET OF 2 1 PIECE IN A BOX



Hiliki

Upcycled glass jars with 

traditional carved wooden lid 

with an air tight food grade 

silicon seal

When the cardamom plant, Hiliki 

in Swahilli, is ripe, the flower 
opens to reveal the cardamom 

seeds. The shape of cardamom 

flower is skillfully handcarved on 
the wooden tops of these jars.

Old wine bottles, Mkongo wood, 

air tight food grade silicon seal

MATERIAL



Dark Green

Olive Green

Transparent

Size M (10 cm)  |  Size L (12 cm) Size XL (18 cm)

Hiliki M & L Hiliki XL
SET OF 2 1 PIECE IN A BOX



Mdalasini

Upcycled glass jars with a 

plain conical shape wooden 

lid with an air tight food 

grade silicon seal

Cinnamon, or Mdalasini in 

Swahili, is the name of this 

simple but elegant jar. Fits in 

every household and perfect 

to store your spices in.

Old wine bottles, Mkongo wood, 

Air tight food grade silicon seal

MATERIAL



Dark Green

Olive Green

Transparent

Size M (10 cm)  |  Size L (12 cm) Size XL (18 cm)

Mdalasini
M & L

Mdalasini
XL

SET OF 2 1 PIECE IN A BOX



Upcycled XL glass jars 

connected with carved wooden 

middle part with an air tight 

food grade silicon seal

In the beginning, there is a flower. Secretly 
holding its precious and delicate flavor. The fruit, 
still green (Kijani) is transformed into a deep and 

luscious dark brown bean: Vanilla. Vanilla is used 

in many dishes but also to make delicious milk 

tea with.

Old wine bottles, Mkongo wood, 

Air tight food grade silicon seal

MATERIAL

Vanila
Kinjani

Size XXL (28.5 cm)

Dark Green TransparentOlive Green

1  PIECE IN A BOX



Upcycled XL glass jars 

connected with plain wooden 

middle part with an air tight 

food grade silicon seal

In the beginning, there is a flower. Secretly holding its 
precious and delicate flavor. The fruit, still green 
(Kijani) is transformed into a deep and luscious dark 

brown bean: Vanilla. Vanilla is used in many dishes but 

also to make delicious milk tea with.

Old wine bottles, Mkongo wood, 

Air tight food grade silicon seal

MATERIAL

Vanila

Dark Green TransparentOlive Green

Size XXL (28.5 cm)

1  PIECE IN A BOX



Upcycled glass jars with 

traditional carved 

wooden lid 

Old wine bottles

MATERIAL

Sugar
Jar

Size L (12 cm) Transparent

1  PIECE IN A BOX



WATER COLLECTION

Zanzibar is commonly known as 

the tropical island in the Indian 

Ocean, with Azure colored waters, 

and swinging palm trees.

Maji
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The Dafu & Kitale Range

Zanzibar is surrounded by waving palm trees. The fruits of these 

palm trees are Dafu, the Coconut with delicious fresh coconut 

water and Kitale, the fruit inside the palm tree. Kitale is well known 

by the local Zanzibarian for its taste and nutritious ingredients.

Old wine bottles & Mkongo wood

MATERIAL

Upcycled drinking glasses & carafe



Dafu Short Dafu Tall

8 cm 11 cm
SET OF 2

SET OF 2

11 cm8 cm

Dark Green

Olive Green

Transparent



Dark Green TransparentOlive Green

Kitale
1  PIECE IN A BOX

23 cm



FLOWER RANGE

COLLECTION

Bright, colorful and in abundance; 

flowers flourish well in Zanzibars 
tropical climate.

Mauwa
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The Kilua, Kikuba, &
Asmini range

These flowers found on the island are known for their aromatic 
smell and used in many ceremonies. For example as a bracelet worn 

by the bride during weddings. The small flowers open up when the 
evening sets in and fills the air with a beautiful perfume

old wine bottles

MATERIAL

Upcycled bottle vase



Dark Green TransparentOlive Green

Kilua
1  PIECE IN A BOX

20 cm



Dark Green TransparentOlive Green

Kikuba
1  PIECE IN A BOX

23 cm



Dark Green TransparentOlive Green

Asmini
1  PIECE IN A BOX

21 cm



All our product are handcrafted 
& made under fair working 
condition



CANDLE COLLECTION

After the sun sets, street vendors 
across the island light up their oil 
lamps, drawing people onto the street 
for an evening stroll.

Mishuma
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The Taa & Upepo Range

Taa means light. These beautiful tealight candle holders radiate a 

warm cozy light. With a gentle sea breeze or Upepo in Swahili, 

there is no need to go to bed early

old wine bottles, mkongo wood, & carved 

mkongo wood

MATERIAL



Upcycled votive tea lights candle holders
with wooden base

Taa Short Taa tall

5,5 cm 11 cm

SET OF 2 1 PIECE IN A BOX

11 cm

Dark Green

Olive Green

Transparent



Large Upcycled votive tea light candle holder
with carved wooden base

Upepo

11 cm
1  PIECE IN A BOX

Dark Green TransparentOlive Green



LIGHT COLLECTION

No where else do they shine so 

bright as in Zanzibar; the sun, moon 

and the many stars that appear in 

the sky when the night falls.

Mwangaza
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The Mbingu, Mwezi, Jua
 & Nyota range

These beautiful lathe turned and carved wooden lamps are 

inspired by the rich Zanzibari traditional wood craftsmanship.

old wine bottles, carved mkongo wood

MATERIAL

Upcycled bottle pendant lamps



28 cm

Olive Green

Mbingu
Mbingu means
heaven in Swahili

1  PIECE IN A BOX



28 cm

Mwezi
Mwezi means
moon in Swahili

Olive Green

1  PIECE IN A BOX



1  PIECE IN A BOX

28 cm

Olive Green

Jua
Jua means
sun in Swahili



One Pendant Lamp

Beaded bottle lamp 
wooden beads
(optional)

29 cm

Nyota
Nyota means
star in Swahili

Olive Green

1  PIECE IN A BOX



Forodhani

This table lamp “Forodhani” is the named after Stone Towns biggest 

public garden. Every evening Forodhani is transformed into a 

bustling street food market, with numerous food stalls & lots of 

people, colours and mouth watering smells. This is the perfect 

place to taste Zanzibars Swahili cuisine.

Large Upcycled votivetable
lamp with carved wooden base

old wine bottles, carved mkongo wood

MATERIAL



One Table
Lamp

29 cm

Forodhani

Olive Green

1  PIECE IN A BOX



Bahari means Ocean
in Kiswahili

HDPE plastic, carved mkongo 
wood, iron hooks and wire, 
cotton rope

MATERIAL

with wooden frame 29 cm in 
diameter
repurposes 1.7 kg of plastic 
waste

upon request and availability 
of plastic waste 

SIZE

COLOUR OPTIONS

Inspired by the vastness of the 
ocean and the fusion of traditional 
Zanzibari wood carvings with 
recycled plastic, the Bahari 
Chandelier stands as a unique lamp 
that champions sustainability and 
artistic craftsmanship.

Bahari
Chandelier

1  PIECE IN A BOX



Upon the receipt of a customers order, Chako will send the customer a “Pro Forma” invoice. 

This will have to be agreed by the customer with the issue of a Purchase Order.

A 50% advance payment is required for all orders. Upon receipt of the 50% deposit, Chako will 

commence with the manufacture of the ordered products.  Once started with the production, 

the customer will be liable for full payment of the goods ordered. All goods remain the legal and 

beneficial property of Chako, until full payment has been received.

When the production of the order is completed and ready for shipment, Chako will email the 

final invoice.

Full payment of the final invoice, inclusive of any freight/postage costs (if applicable), is due 

from the customer prior to dispatch of the goods unless other terms have been agreed and 

signed by both parties.

After receipt of final payment, Chako will release the relevant shipping documents and 

dispatch the shipment.

TERMS AND

CONDITIONS

1. Order procedure

• Minimum order value for F.O.B. pricing is EURO 5,000 or EURO 10,000.

• Orders below EURO 5,000 will attract extra export handling charges.

• Minimum order quantities per item are based on our packing units per item (please refer to 

our packaging details).

2. Minimum order value



All price quoted by Chako are F.O.B. Although Chako offers to assist in finding a suitable 

shipping offer, the cost for shipping and insurance of the goods are the full responsibility of 

the customer.

All orders are subject to a 50% advance payment.

Note: the lead-time agreed in the purchase order only starts with receipt of the advance 

payment on our account!

The remaining 50% payment is due with shipment (Cash Against Documents).

For all payments customers should use the banking details specified on the invoices.

Chako must be notified of any shortages or discrepancies or damage to goods received, within 

7 days of receipt of goods.

6. Damage claims

• All shipments are packed according to our standard packing specifications per item (Please 

refer to our packaging details).

• Customized packaging, stickers, tags, barcodes, and similar attachments to items will 

attract a surcharge (this will depend on the actual specifications).

4. Packing details

3. Terms of payment

Chako is normally able to process orders within 60 to 90 days. The lead-time for each order is 

dependent on the order volume and availability of raw materials and has to be discussed and 

agreed for each purchase order. 

5. Terms of delivery



Chako prides itself with its reputation for good quality. We shall always strive to produce to the 

best quality possible. All products will undergo a 100% quality control check before dispatch. 

Despite this, since all our products are hand-made, slight variations can occur. Such variations 

are therefore not a reason for rejection and cancelation of an order. On the contrary, the serve 

to underline the hand-made aspect of the products, making each piece unique.

Please note that Chako adds to/deletes from its product range based on demand, current 

trends and availability of raw materials Chako therefore cannot guarantee that items 

purchased previously, will be available indefinitely.

5. Product quality

Chako has the sole rights to all the designs of all its products and as such these should not be 

copied in any form whatsoever.

Chako does not issue automatic exclusivity for any of its products. Any request for exclusivity 

needs to be discussed and agreed in writing and will have to consider amongst others, distinct 

geographical location, specific sales targets and time limitations.

Chako is ready to develop products to customers’ design specifications. In this case, the cost 

of product development and samples will be borne by the customer.

7. Design rights

• The cost of samples and shipping of samples will be charged to the account of the buyer.

• Cost of samples (not shipments) are deductible from actual order of that particular 

sample if order value exceeds EURO 5,000.

8. Samples

Any changes or amendments to these terms have to be in writing and signed by both parties.

9. Changes and amendments to these terms and conditions



CERTIFICATE OF VERIFICATION
Awarded To:

CHAKO ZANZIBAR

The organizaƟon named above has been verified as a genuine People and Planet First social enterprise by
Social Enterprise World Forum in line with its global standards and ethics.

 

Gerry Higgins
Managing Director, SEWF

Date Verified
26th January 2024

25th January 2025

Valid UnƟl
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