
WFTO-Europe Meeting Point in the Hearth of Europe 

 

Dear members, 

Wishing you a Happy New Year alongside our first Newsletter of 2018! 

We are happy to announce you that the next WFTO-Europe Biennial Conference will take place from the 7th to the 
9th of June in Brussels. 

During the first face-to-face Board meeting held last week in Brussels, Board members confirmed their willingness to 
organise for the first time the Biennial Conference in conjunction with an international event. The main purpose of this 
choice is to make our meeting much more interesting for you, by giving you the opportunity to meet other actors at 
European level and to network. 

Towards this aim, we have identified the European Development Days (EDD), which will take place on the 5th and 6th of 
June in Brussels, as a good occasion. EDD usually gathers around 40,000 participants from all over the world, including 
private sector actors, CSOs and European institutions representatives. In the past 3 years, WFTO-Europe, together with 
Fair Trade Advocacy Office (FTAO), WFTO and Fairtrade international has organised two workshop sessions and held 
a stand in order to give visibility to the Fair Trade movement. Despite the uncertainty around the Fair Trade actors’ 
activities for this yearly edition, we do still believe that this is an interesting opportunity for you to get closer to the 
European community while deepening your understanding of some development issues. 

Moreover, EDD will be also a good occasion to give more visibility to our Biennial Conference and to let other key Fair 
trade actors join our meeting in Brussels. In the framework of the Trade Fair Live Fair project  and with the valuable 
support of Fair Trade Advocacy Office, we will organise a public event and two workshop sessions, which will be open 
to Fair Trade project partners. 

Programme and Fees 

As usual the Biennial conference will start on Thursday, the 7th of June in the morning and last until Saturday the 9th of 
June. The last afternoon session will be dedicated to the Annual General Meeting (for members only). 

Apart from the specific relevant sessions linked to the project, our Conference will be also focused as usual on our own 
strategical and internal topics, including our next Biannual Strategic Plan, Retailer Standards, WFTO Global issues, 
migration, advocacy, etc. 

Thanks to the EDD conjunction, Brussels’ easy connection to other main European airports, as well as to the available 
cheap accommodation options, we do hope to see many of you around. 

Hence, please pencil these dates into your diary and stay tuned! In the next weeks, you will receive more information 
regarding the specific venue, draft programme and fees (which for the first time will not include accommodation). 

Looking forward to welcoming you here in Brussels, 

WFTO-Europe team 

 

https://eudevdays.eu/about-edd
https://wfto-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Greetings-card-2018_4.png

