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The Global Community of Fair Trade Enterprises

The World Fair Trade Organization (WFTO) is a global community 
and verifier of social enterprises that fully practice Fair Trade. 
Spread across 84 countries, WFTO members all exist to change 
our economic system from the bottom up. To be a WFTO member, 
an enterprise or organization must demonstrate that they put 
people and the planet first in everything that they do. We are 
democratically run by our members, who are part of a broader 
community of over 1.000 social enterprises and 1.500 shops. We 
are a global community. 

WFTO = Social Enterprise + Fair Trade

The WFTO focuses on both social enterprises and Fair Trade. 
Its Guarantee System is the only international verification model 
focused on small and medium enterprises (SMEs) that puts 
the interests of workers, farmers, artisans, and environmental 
protection over profit maximization.  
Through peer-reviews and independent audits, WFTO verifies 
that members are mission-led enterprises fully practicing the 
10 Principles of Fair Trade across their business and supply 
chains. Once verified, all members have free use of the WFTO 
Guaranteed Fair Trade product label.  

INTRO FROM THE CE AND PRESIDENT  
OF THE BOARD

Fair Trade Enterprises across the world are producing, trading, 
campaigning, and advocating for a green and fair economic 
model. The WFTO is the voice for SMEs to transform our current 
(extractive) economic system into a sustainable one. There are 
more than 965,700 livelihoods committed through the operations 
and supply chains of their enterprises. They pioneer in making 
the supply chain environmentally sound, invest in ecosystem 
restoration, and make local economies resilient with their diversity 
of productive activities.  

ABOUT
WFTO

Roopa Mehta

WFTO President of the Board

These enterprises clearly demonstrate that doing business in a 
sustainable and fair way is possible, and will be in the longer term 
the only future-proof way of production and consumption.
 

 
Leida Rijnhout
WFTO Chief Executive

‘Beyond Beautiful’ showcases our guaranteed Fair Trade 
members’ finest artisanal products, handmade and produced 
sustainably. This collection, carefully curated, is a collaborative 
effort of artisans and designers. 

Each piece carries a story of a culture, of a community,  
and of traditions, techniques, and aesthetics.  
Living crafts evolve over time, reflecting changing needs and 
sensibilities while retaining their essential cultural identity. 
Improved tools and technology reduce tedium whilst ensuring 
quality and productivity. 

Design collaboration extends reach to a growing marketplace 
and nurtures creativity. Our members work with artisans providing 
sustainable livelihoods, equity, and agency. We invite you to be 
a part of our initiative. Every purchase is a gift to the maker and 
the user, to be coveted as a beautiful product to behold and as a 
contribution to a fairer and greener world.
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‘Beyond Beautiful’ is a curated collection of artisanal products 
from verified Fair Trade Enterprises around the world. It promotes 
the work and stories of global craftspeople providing a new 
sourcing opportunity for fair trade retailers and importers wishing 
to expand their fair trade offer.

Please visit our website wfto.com/beyondbeautiful/ to view this 
debut collection which has been curated by product
category. To contact members directly about sourcing a product 
please click on the links below the images on the product pages 
of the website. This will direct you to our WFTO Supplier Search, 
which will provide background information and contact details for 
the relevant member.

This collection is a ‘shop window’ which represents the broader 
community of Fair Trade Enterprises and the skills, sustainability 
and authenticity that are at their heart. For the full selection of 
WFTO members, visit wfto.com/SearchFairTrade

‘Beyond Beautiful’ is about the beauty of traditional craft, creative 
new innovation and the stories behind Fair Trade. From woodwork 
to ceramics, weaving to metalwork, basketry to embroidery, the 
initiative is underpinned by the skills of craft artisans. WFTO have 
worked with 45 participating Fair Trade Enterprises from across 
the world to bring together products which embody beauty both 
in their form and in their essence. The collection showcases 
the exceptional nature of Fair Trade products thus exposing the 
beauty of Fair Trade to new markets.

This curated collection links to themes such as resourcefulness, 
sustainability, tradition, innovation, collective approaches, shared 
community and environmental responsibility. 

These topical themes go hand-in-hand with the long established 
principles and practices of the Fair Trade movement. Through the 
WFTO model, mission-led social enterprises fully embrace the 10 
Principles of Fair Trade in everything they do. This creates bold 
and authentic business models embedded in their communities 
of artisans, workers, and farmers. They embrace deep-rooted 
sustainability and fairness, resulting in the beautiful products that 
comprise this collection.

This ‘Beyond Beautiful‘ collection celebrates the collective 
nature of the global crafting community and the positivity and 
sustainable livelihoods that it generates.

We have worked together with Aileen Brindle, Design and 
Marketing Mentor to create this concept and collection with 
the Fair Trade Enterprises from the WFTO community. We are 
proud to have the support of the Isabel Martin Foundation for this 
initiative.

BEYOND
BEAUTIFUL

Taller Maya
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SHARING
COMMUNITY
RESPONSIBILITY

Wherever we were in the world, the challenging and 
unprecedented situation that occurred during the 
COVID19 Pandemic led to a neighbourly connectedness, 
a sense of a joint mission, a sense of collective 
responsibility, kindness and compassion towards 
others, and common community respect. ‘Lockdowns’ 
imposed on us created an opportunity to appreciate our 
family members, our homes, our immediate vicinity, our 
neighbours and our community. 

Never before has there been so much need for global 
shared responsibility whether it be in relation to the 
environmental crisis, trade justice, or supporting those 
affected by conflict. 

Fair Trade Enterprises have always taken a holistic 
approach to the way that they function, sharing community 
responsibility, and working collectively to improve 
the livelihoods of the wider community through the 
development and promotion of their crafts. 

Angel Felting
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Sabahar

Undugu Undugu

Taller Maya Ensamble Artesano

Gone Rural

Allpa
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GONE RURAL This collection of Story-telling baskets is designed by 
women weavers from the Lavumisa region of Eswatini, 
Swaziland. These pieces are inspired by the lives of the 
women, their families and their homes, and beautifully 
reflect the stories that emerge when women create 
together. The collection is part of Gone Rural’s Artisan-
Led Design Program and represents the results of an 
investment in developing the creative input and ownership 
that artisans have in the products that they produce. The 
artisans have designed, named and negotiated producer 
prices for their own items. Additionally, each piece 
produced pays a royalty to the woman who designed it, 
recognising the value of her creativity.

Ncamsile Zwane ~ Ncamsile’s Story

“This is the story of my family. The blue areas are my 
two sons and the pink is my four daughters. The smoke 
coloured section is me, it is the love for my family, and in 
this space I’m embracing them. The intertwining top piece 
represents masculine and feminine and how blessed I feel 
to be surrounded by family. They are my everything.”

The Sitfwefwe Collection

“From where we sit in our homesteads, we can all see the 
Sitfwefwe tree. It is a thorn tree which is common across 
our region. It’s something that we all look at every day.”

Gone Rural
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ENSAMBLE
ARTESANO

Ensamble Artesano is a proud Mexican philanthropic 
alliance driven by the desire to support master Mexican 
artisans who have been hit hardest by the effects of 
COVID-19 Pandemic. For the first time in history world-
renowned Mexican designers have joined forces with 36 
allied organizations tasked with supporting more than 
2,500 artisans to develop and curate a unique, exclusive 
and unrepeatable collection. Each piece speaks its own 
language and carries with it a constant dialogue between 
the craftsman and the designer.

This exchange of wisdom translates into representative 
pieces that seamlessly merge traditional artisanal 
techniques into contemporary design pieces.
Born from the alliance between Fundacion Haciendas 
del Mundo Maya and Taller Maya, Ensamble Artesano 
has been developed with the support of Mexico Territorio 
Creativo, Design Week Mexico, Caralarga, Estafeta, 
lgeneris, 85°, and the United Nations Development 
Program in Mexico (UNDP).

Ensamble Artsesano

Ensamble Artesano

Ensamble Artesano

Ensamble Artesano

Ensamble Artesano

Ensamble Artesano

Ensamble Artesano



14 Beyond Beautiful 15Beyond Beautiful

SHARING
NATURAL
RESOURCES

As the climate crisis affects more and more populations 
across the planet, the conversation is changing from 
aspirational planning to taking shared responsibility for 
implementing change. In the world of trade, in order to see 
our environmental footprint reduce, commitment is needed 
to change energy use with a move from the use of fossil 
fuels towards renewables.  
The nature of global production needs to focus on the 
use and management of sustainable resources. What 
is increasingly evident is that if we don’t commit to this 
change in practice for the long term, environmental and 
human disasters caused by climate change will increase, 
affecting the poorest communities in the world most 
severely. 

Fair Trade Social Enterprises demonstrate this 
commitment by respecting and valuing natural resources. 
By using local natural and recycled materials, and by 
developing innovative approaches to their production 
practices, craft artisans work to reduce environmental 
impact as well as increase social impact within their 
communities.

Gone Rural
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Taller Maya

Sasha Sasha

Taller Maya Mifuko

Chako

Soap n Scent AFAR
Village Industry

Living Traditions

Sasha
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CHAKO

CHAKO is a social, creative and environmental enterprise 
based in Mwanakwarekwe, on the outskirts of Stone Town, 
Zanzibar. Chako fosters social and economic opportunities 
on the island by enabling local artisans to preserve 
their craft, explore their creativity, establish professional 
networks and live a more sustainable life, while reducing 
the waste on the island. CHAKO’s products were originally 
created according to the “Tourist2Tourist” concept. Waste 
materials produced by the hospitality industry are upcycled 
to create design objects and accessories aimed at tourists 
and export markets.

The collection provides the hospitality industry with a 
powerful and innovative way to reduce their footprint on 
the island’s environment while supporting and celebrating 
local design. At the same time, it encourages the local 
community to recycle.

Chako

Chako

Chako

Chako

Chako

Chako

Chako
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We are seeing a shift in working methods giving way 
to the intensity of making, crafting, and creativity in so 
many forms. During the pandemic on an individual level, 
people embraced creativity in isolation and in a time of 
global adversity made the most of beautiful things. An 
appreciation of homespun traditional techniques emerged, 
making and mending, re-using what was to hand. On a 
global level, with the recognition of the need to adopt 
more sustainable practices to reduce our environmental 
impact, small-scale production has also developed as a 
trend. New innovations are being developed to combine 
craft with technology bringing contemporary design and 
new approaches to material use to the forefront. 

This theme celebrates traditional craft demonstrating 
an appreciation of authenticity and the talent of global 
artisans. It also values the creativity and resourcefulness 
of artisan communities willing to apply new innovations 
to their heritage techniques. Fair Trade makers connect 
with this re-engaged craft enthusiasm all over the world 
and invite you to celebrate the masters of their crafts and 
promote the champions of their trade. 

SHARING CREATIVITY,
TRADITION AND INNOVATION

Allpa
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Sabahar

Ensamble Artesano Manos Del Uruguay

AllpaGone Rural

Manos Del Uruguay Sasha



24 Beyond Beautiful 25Beyond Beautiful

GLOBAL MAMAS

Global Mamas beads are handcrafed in Ghana’s
Eastern Region. Bead making is a traditonal craft
passed down through the generatons. Glass bottles
and old windows are hand pounded into a fine powder.
The powder may be mixed with dye and is then poured
into clay moulds, which are fired in traditonal kilns. The
final step for many beads is to be hand painted with
unique designs that have made Ghana’s glass beads
famous worldwide. 

Some of the colourful beads have special meanings which 
when combined, make for special storytelling through 
these eye catching jewellery pieces.

Global Mamas

Global Mamas

Global Mamas Global Mamas

Global Mamas Global Mamas

Global Mamas Global Mamas
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DIGITAL LIONS There are many education programs in Africa, but too few 
programs that give direct opportunities to work for actual 
clients. Digital Lions is a win-win project: young creatives 
get the opportunity to put their talent into action and can 
improve their quality of life, while international customers 
get high-quality work at competitive prices.

After learning digital vocational skills in the areas of 
programming, graphic design, and media production in a 
structured educational program, called Learning Lions, 
talents proceed as trainees at Digital Lions.

Fundamentally, Digital Lions is a Fair Trade IT-outsourcing 
agency that serves as an intermediary between 
international clients and the Lions. Without Digital Lions, 
a single Lion would find it very difficult – if not impossible 
– to get started on the international markets. He or she 
might already have the technical skills but lack access 
to clients and professional client handling. Digital Lions 
provides what is necessary to have a gentle, smooth start 
in the competitive international outsourcing landscape: 
a solid reputation and marketing, professional project 
management, and the sufficient size to handle also larger 
client requests.

All Lions thus pool their resources together to multiply 
their opportunities. The more experienced Lions take on 
roles as project managers and make sure that quality 
and client communication are taken care of. International 
volunteers with backgrounds in freelancing or sales, assist 
our Lions assuring quality and client communication at 
international standards. Shared accounts on outsourcing 
platforms that are owned and managed by Digital Lions 
ensure the gradual building-up of a verified reputation 
through many high ratings, an asset that other (single) 
competitors struggle to gain.

WFTO have worked with Digital Lions to create this
catalogue and the Beyond Beautiful website. 

“True to their character the lions had the heart to 
take on an enormous task and created a beautiful 
website, reflecting the diversity, high quality and 
beauty of Fair Trade Enterprises and their pro-
ducts from around the world”. 

WFTO Team
Digital Lions

Digital Lions

Digital Lions

Digital Lions Digital Lions
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ALLPA

On the northern coast of Peru near the Ecuadorian 
border, the town of Chulucanas has become the centre 
of a traditional pottery revival. 1500 years ago, the Pre-
Columbian inhabitants developed a unique process for 
creating beautiful ceramics. More recently, local artisans 
rediscovered the techniques of their ancestors and have 
made them their own. 

Allpa works closely with Chulucanas potters to create 
modern collections using these ancient skills. The results 
are beautiful hand-made pieces that combine the best of 
old and new. Each piece is individually thrown or formed, 
slip-decorated, then hand-burnished with a special stone 
to create a subtle luster. A second firing, done with mango 
leaves, creates the deep dark finish that these pots are 
known for.

Allpa

Allpa

Allpa

Allpa Allpa
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SHARING NEW
SPACES AND
EXPERIENCES

This unique time of the last few years has given way to the 
desire to connect with old and new friends, 
chatting about our forced re-look at the world...and 
common sense of purpose. We have learned to work in 
new ways with our colleagues, adopting new technologies. 
‘Virtual meetings’ have become part of our vocabulary. We 
look at each other in digital grids, convenient-sized boxes 
gaining a little insight into each others’ home lives. Our 
personal likes and dislikes are also shared on social media 
in a digital world of imagery and comment. However, as 
this increasingly digital world envelopes our world of 
work and play, as our high streets change and shopping 
is increasingly carried out online, there is also a trend 
towards seeking new shared experiences and spaces. 
As humans we are still looking for real-life connections, 
sharing new social interactions of dining, shopping, 
exercising, or learning together. 

In this collection, Fair Trade artisans have adapted to 
this trend by creating interactive modular forms suited 
to shared dining and home living. The interesting and 
impactful background stories of products and their makers 
also become conversation points in these shared spaces, 
where products can be appreciated for both their beauty 
and their background.

Ensamble Artesano
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Biansa HomeEnsamble Artesano

Ensamble Artesano

Biansa Home Chako

Mesh

Last Forest Enterprises
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The wood, ceramic and hand-cast metal products in
Sasha’s collection shown here are specially made for 
those who love nature, and want a little “piece” of nature in 
their homes.

The textured wooden serving trays are made from Acacia 
auriculiformis, commonly known as Papuan wattle,
Akashmoni in Bengali. It is a fast-growing, crooked, 
gnarly tree in the family Fabacea, and provides a constant 
reminder of natural elements in any space. The bases 
of some of the platters are engraved or chiseled to add 
texture on the surface while offering a continuation of 
the wood grains into the design lines. Other pieces are 
smoothly sanded to emphasise the beauty of the natural 
grain. The trees are hand selected, gathered, turned and 
finished by local crafts people. Designed in sets or with 
divided sections this collection also perfectly exemplifies 
the trend of sharing our dining and socialising experiences 
in the home.

SASHA
ASSOCIATION
FOR CRAFT
PRODUCERS

Sasha

Sasha

Sasha

Sasha

Sasha

Sasha

Sasha
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SHARING ACTION
AGAINST INJUSTICE

Events of recent years have led to collective international 
responses where people joined together to protest against 
injustice or to act collectively against war and disaster. 
Whilst we look positively towards a new normal in a post 
Pandemic world, the underlying ugly injustices of racism, 
inequality, political instability, war, conflict, and oppression 
continue to spread and cause pain and suffering in the 
world. During this time another sense of collectivism 
ensued, making the world turn on itself and look in the 
mirror to challenge its reflection. It has been a time to 
collectively look at injustice and do something about it. 
The frustration, energy, and strength of communities 
working together have helped galvanise the attention of 
the world by bringing together a sense of collective spirit. 

The Fair Trade community shares this collective spirit 
and promotes this ethos whilst supporting disadvantaged 
artisans and refugees with meaningful employment in Fair 
Trade Enterprises across the globe.

MADE51/Mifuko
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Mifuko

HDIF

Soap N Scent 

Earth HeirHDIF

MifukoYadawee

MifukoYadawee Earth Heir
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EARTH HEIR 

Earth Heir is a Social Enterprise partner for The MADE51 
project, a global UNHCR initiative which gives refugee 
artisans the opportunity to earn income and restore their 
sense of self-determination. This jewellery collection is 
produced by refugee artisans living in Malaysia. 

The intricate hand stitched cross-stich embroidery is 
inspired by the geometric motifs distinctive in Middle-
Eastern art and architecture, to honour the heritage of 
refugees from Afghanistan, Palestine, Syria and Iran. 
The zig zag design, Nuusum is inspired by the undulating 
mountains of Myanmar, and reflects the heritage of 
Burmese refugees living in Malaysia.

Earth Heir 

Earth Heir 

Earth Heir Earth Heir 

Earth Heir Earth Heir 
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Beyond Beautiful - Participating Members

Angel Felting - www.angelfelting.mn - angelfelting6@gmail.com 

ALLPA S.A.C. -  www.allpaperu.com - allpa@allpa.com.pe

Biansa Home -  www.biansahome.com - marketing@biansahome.com

BaSE - www.basebangladesh.org - base.bangladesh.1977@gmail.com

BHcrafts -  www.bhcrafts.org - bhcrafts@bih.net.ba

CCAP Fairtrade for Development, Inc. - www.ccapfairtrade.com - ccap@ccapfairtrade.com

CHILDREN-Nepal - www.children-nepal.net.np - cnsumu@ntc.net.np

Chako - www.chakozanzibar.com/ - info@chakozanzibar.com

CRC (Craft Resource Center) - craftresourcecenter.com - indro@craftresourcecenter.com

D’eco Himal - www.decohimal.com - decohimal@gmail.com

Conserve India - www.conserveindia.org - anita@conserveindia.org

Earth Heir - www.earthheir.com - team@earthheir.com

Ensamble Artesano | Fundación Haciendas del Mundo Maya AC  
        - www.haciendasmundomaya.org
        - mariana.poo@traspatiomaya.org

Fair Seeds/Fair Trees - www.fairtreesfund.com - mb@fairtrees.dk

Global Mamas - www.globalmamas.org - tekia@globalmamas.org 

Fair Trade Denmark -  www.fairtradedanmark.dk - info@hammershusfairtrade.dk

Gone Rural Pty Ltd - www.goneruralswazi.com - anissa@gonerural.co.sz

Homeland Development Initiative Foundation (HDIF) -  www.hdif.org  
        -   timothy.straight@gmail.com

Gospel House Handicrafts (PVT) LTD - www.woodbrix.com - shiranka@sltnet.lk

Kapula Candles SA (PTY) Ltd - www.kapula.net - andreappelgryn@kapula.net

Last Forest Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. - https://lastforest.in/ - madhu@lastforest.in

Machakos Co-operative Union Ltd - www.mcultd.co.ke - mcu@mcultd.co.ke

Manos del Uruguay - www.manos.com.uy - adeprado@manos.com.uy

Mahaguthi Craft with Conscience - www.mahaguthi.org - samir.mahaguthi@gmail.com

MESH - www.mesh.org.in - mathewkk@mesh.org.in

Pebble Hathay Bunano Proshikon Society (HBPS) - www.pebblechild.com 
                - hathaybunano@gmail.com

Maharani Handicraft - www.maharanihandicraft.com - maharanicraft@yahoo.com

Mereville Trust - www.merevilletrust.com - mereville@auroville.org.in

Mifuko - www.mifuko.com - suvi.honkkila@mifuko.fi

PT. Wax Industri Nusantara - www.waxindustri.com - owp@waxindustri.com

Sasha Association for Craft Producers - www.sashaworld.com  
                 - marketing.dept@sashaworld.com

Secret Projects Community Benefit Society - www.secretprojects.org   
               - comms@secretprojects.org

Sevda Kaya - Living Traditions - www.living-traditions.com - sales@living-traditions.com

Soap-n-Scent - www.soap-n-scent.com - soapnscent@gmail.com

Digital Lions - wyclife.omondi@digitallions.com - www.digitallions.co

Taller Maya - www.haciendasmundomaya.or - mariana.poo@traspatiomaya.org

Undugu Fair Trade Limited - www.undugu.co.ke - fred.masinde@undugu.co.ke

Sabahar Private Limited Company (PLC) - www.sabahar.com - sabahar@gmail.com

Village Industry PLC - www.village-industry.net - cristinagallegohdez@gmail.com

Yadawee - www.yadawee.com - gazzar@yadawee.com



www.wfto.com/beyondbeautiful
World Fair Trade Organization
Parallelweg West 9A
4104 AX Culemborg
The Netherlands

Phone: +31(0) 345 53 6487
Email: marketing@wfto.com


