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Ch 5   The Guarantee System for Fair Trade Support Organisations 

or Fair Trade Networks 

WFTO also has full members who are not trading. They are categorised as Fair Trade 

Support Organisations (FTSO) or Fair Trade Networks (FTN), and they do not have the 

same obligations in the Guarantee System as trading members. Unless they opt to fulfil the 

requirements of the Guarantee System, they may not use the WFTO Product Label. They 

may use the WFTO logo on their promotional materials but individual members of Fair 

Trade Networks may not use the WFTO logo individually on their promotional material. 

When FTSOs or FTNs apply to be members of WFTO, they need to complete the Profile 

form and Self Assessment Report for all the compliance criteria which apply to them. They 

will also undergo an initial Monitoring audit.  

However after they are admitted as members they are not given a monitoring schedule in 

the Guarantee System, and do not have to undergo periodic Peer visits and Monitoring 

audits. They also do not have to fill in a Self Assessment Report regularly. 

However to remain as members they will need to send their audited accounts and Annual 

Report to WFTO every year, and update their Profile form every 2 years or when changes 

occur in the organisation which need updating.  

For existing FTSOs or FTNs, the Board may decide that a Monitoring audit is necessary if 

any concerns regarding compliance with Fair Trade Principles are raised about particular 

organisations. 

Support or Network organisations with some trading activity 

Some organisations are admitted as FTSOs or FTNs even though they do some trading as a 

minor part of their activities. When they do their initial Self Assessment they will need to 

answer all the questions which apply to their trading activity, and their initial audit will look 

at their trading data. If it is decided that they can be admitted as Support or Network 

members they will have no further scheduled monitoring within the Guarantee System, as 

above. 

However if they, or existing members, wish to use the WFTO Product Label on any of their 

products, then they will need to comply with all the requirements of the Guarantee System 

for trading members. They will receive a monitoring schedule and undergo Peer visits and 

Monitoring audits as well as complete a Self Assessment every 2 or 3 years. 


